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Ours is not the task of fixing the entire world all at once,
but of stretching out to mend the part of the world that is within our reach.
- Dr. Clarissa Pinkola Estes
Gleanings from the Liturgy
November 5, 2017
________________________________________________
Opening Words:
(The 23rd Psalm, as adapted by Bobby McFerrin)
The Lord is my Shepard, I have all I need,
She makes me lie down in green meadows,
Beside the still waters, She will lead.
-

She restores my soul, She rights my wrongs,
She leads me in a path of good things,
And fills my heart with songs.
-

Even though I walk, through a dark & dreary land,
There is nothing that can shake me,
She has said She won't forsake me,
I'm in her hand.
-

She sets a table before me, in the presence of my foes,
She anoints my head with oil,
And my cup overflows.
-

Surely, surely goodness & kindness will follow me,
All the days of my life,
And I will live in her house,
Forever, forever & ever.
-

Glory be to our Mother, & Daughter,
And to the Holy of Holies,
As it was in the beginning, is now & ever shall be,
World, without end. Amen.
Welcome
Bless each one who is here safely, and blessings on all who are away this week. Thank you for
coming to Open Door MCC on the fourth Sunday after Fellowship Sunday!
MCC and Open Door have a special outreach to vulnerable communities and those in solidarity:
Love is our greatest moral value and resisting exclusion is a primary focus of our ministry. We
are and want to be community where everyone is the family of God, and where all parts of our
being are welcomed at God's table. This morning I'm grateful for each one of you.

Opening Prayer (Into the River, by Andrew King)
Take the covenant with you into the river –
the boundary river, the risky river between
future and past, between fear and hope,
whose swirling depths can dislodge your feet –
Take the covenant with you into the river –
the river that is all that is out of control,
restless and relentless and gnawing its banks,
whose wild floods can drown field and home –
Take the covenant with you into the river –
chilling and destructive, peaceful and refreshing,
the river that is world, full of mystery and song,
whose waters can bless like renewal of life –
Take the covenant with you into all of your rivers –
let it rest on your shoulders when you take
your steps, let it remind you of a promise,
let it remind of God’s presence,
That you do not cross the boundaries alone,
that you are not abandoned in the raging floods,
that in the depths that would knock you
off your careful feet, God’s love is anchor
To hold and to guide, and waters of danger
shall not overwhelm, and waters of chaos
may bring newness of life, and out of the noise
of rushing waters may rise a beautiful song.
Take the covenant with you.
Watch even the river become
servant of love.
Passing the Peace
Weave, weave, weave us together.
Weave us together in unity and love.
Weave, weave, weave us together.
Weave us together, together in love.
First Reading: Joshua 3:7-17 (NRSV, NCCC trans., inclusified)
7
The Lord said to Joshua, “This day I will begin to exalt you in the sight of all Israel, so that they
may know that I will be with you as I was with Moses. 8You are the one who shall command the
priests who bear the ark of the covenant, ‘When you come to the edge of the waters of the Jordan, you shall stand still in the Jordan.’” 9Joshua then said to the Israelites, “Draw near and hear
the words of the Lord your God.” 10Joshua said, “By this you shall know that among you is the
living God who without fail will drive out from before you the Canaanites, Hittites, Hivites, Perizzites, Girgashites, Amorites, and Jebusites: 11the ark of the covenant of the Lord of all the earth
is going to pass before you into the Jordan. 12So now select twelve men from the tribes of Israel,
one from each tribe. 13When the soles of the feet of the priests who bear the ark of the Lord, the
Lord of all the earth, rest in the waters of the Jordan, the waters of the Jordan flowing from
above shall be cut off; they shall stand in a single heap.”
14
When the people set out from their tents to cross over the Jordan, the priests bearing the ark of
the covenant were in front of the people. 15Now the Jordan overflows all its banks throughout the

time of harvest. So when those who bore the ark had come to the Jordan, and the feet of the
priests bearing the ark were dipped in the edge of the water, 16the waters flowing from above
stood still, rising up in a single heap far off at Adam, the city that is beside Zarethan, while those
flowing toward the sea of the Arabah, the Dead Sea, were wholly cut off. Then the people
crossed over opposite Jericho. 17While all Israel were crossing over on dry ground, the priests
who bore the ark of the covenant of the Lord stood on dry ground in the middle of the Jordan,
until the entire nation finished crossing over the Jordan.
This is the word of God. Thanks be to God.
Responsive Reading: Psalm 43 (NRSV, NCCC trans., inclusified)
Vindicate me, O God, and defend my cause against an ungodly people;
from those who are deceitful and unjust deliver me!
For you are the God in whom I take refuge; why have you cast me off?
Why must I walk about mournfully because of the oppression of the enemy?
O send out your light and your truth; let them lead me; let them bring me to your holy hill and to
your dwelling.
Then I will go to the altar of God, to God my exceeding joy; and I will praise you with the
harp, O God, my God.
Why are you cast down, O my soul, and why are you disquieted within me?
Hope in God; for I shall again praise you, my help and my God.
Second Reading: Matthew 22:34-46 (NRSV, NCCC trans., inclusified)
Then Jesus said to the crowds and to his disciples, “The scribes and the Pharisees sit on Moses’
seat; therefore, do whatever they teach you and follow it; but do not do as they do, for they do
not practice what they teach. They tie up heavy burdens, hard to bear, and lay them on the shoulders of others; but they themselves are unwilling to lift a finger to move them. They do all their
deeds to be seen by others; for they make their phylacteries broad and their fringes long. They
love to have the place of honor at banquets and the best seats in the synagogues, and to be greeted with respect in the marketplaces, and to have people call them rabbi. But you are not to be
called rabbi, for you have one teacher, and you are all students. And call no one your father on
earth, for you have one Father—the one in heaven. Nor are you to be called instructors, for you
have one instructor, the Messiah. The greatest among you will be your servant. All who exalt
themselves will be humbled, and all who humble themselves will be exalted.
This is the word of God. Thanks be to God.
The Great Thanksgiving
(The Prophet)
There are those who have little and give it all.
These are the believers in life and the bounty of life, and their coffer is never empty.
There are those who give with joy, and that joy is their reward.
There are those who give with pain, and that pain is their baptism.
And there are those who give and know not pain in giving, nor do they seek joy, nor give with
mindfulness of virtue;
They give as in yonder valley the myrtle breathes its fragrance into space.
Though the hands of such as these God speaks, and from behind their eyes God smiles upon the
earth.
God is with you!
And also with you!
Let us open our hearts!

We open them to God.
Let us give God thanks and praise!
It is a good and joyful thing to do!
(from Marianne Williamson)
Our deepest fear is not that we are inadequate. Our deepest fear is that we are powerful beyond
measure. It is our light, not our darkness that most frightens us. We ask ourselves, Who am I to
be brilliant, gorgeous, talented, fabulous? Actually, who are you not to be? You are a child of
God. Your playing small does not serve the world. There is nothing enlightened about shrinking
so that other people won't feel insecure around you. We are all meant to shine, as children do.
We were born to make manifest the glory of God that is within us. It's not just in some of us; it's
in everyone. And as we let our own light shine, we unconsciously give other people permission
to do the same. As we are liberated from our own fear, our presence automatically liberates others.
God, liberate us from our fears and help us to shine and free others to shine. Be life and wholeness, be strength and joy. Bless this meal, and make it become truly in us, with us, and through
us your life-giving, life-changing, life-sustaining presence and your abiding love. Amen.
Closing Blessing (St. Teresa of Avila, inclusified)
God has no body now on earth but yours,
No hands but yours,
No feet but yours,
Yours are the eyes through which are to look out God’s compassion to the world;
Yours are the feet with which they are to go about doing good;
Yours are the hands with which they are to bless people now.
Go in peace
++++++++++++
CALENDAR OF EVENTS (click here)
Please join us online!
Facebook
https://www.facebook.com/welcome.opendoormcc
Prayer Chain:
ODMCCprayerchain@yahoogroups.com (subject: JOIN PRAYER)
Newsletter Listserve: mailto:rev-3-8@
opendoormcc.org?subject=JOIN NEWS
Sermons' text and audio, prayers, and readings are available here on our Website each week.
Donate by doing your regular shopping! Do your online shopping with Amazon at
smile.amazon.com and choose Open Door MCC to receive a portion of the proceeds.
Open Door is now able to accept company matching funds. Please look into whether you work
for a company that offers matching funds and let us know how to help you double your offering
to the church! You can also donate to Open Door through the United Way. Ask us how!
Montgomery County SURJ is learning, teaching, and witnessing against racial injustice. Join
them on FaceBook at https://www.facebook.com/surjmocomd/.

